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Event report
Women, Justice and Peace Process in Colombia
Coordinators:  
Andrea LUNA (Master’s student, Peace Studies, ICU; Ad Pacem)
Juliana BURITICA ALZATE (Assistant Professor, CGS)
On April 16th, 2019, we welcomed Judge Alexandra Sandoval Mantilla at 
ICU to give a lecture titled: “Women, Justice and Peace Process in Colombia.” 
This event was co-hosted by the Center for Gender Studies (CGS) and Ad 
Pacem, a student association under the Department of Public Policy and Social 
Research. With around 35 participants from different countries and 
backgrounds, including students, faculty, and people from outside ICU, this 
was a unique opportunity to learn about the Colombian peace process and the 
gender perspective included in its Final Agreement. 
Alexandra Sandoval Mantilla is a Judge of the Chamber of Amnesties or 
Pardons and the Chairperson of the Gender Equality Commission in the Special 
Jurisdiction for Peace (JEP) in Colombia. She has been a senior lawyer in 
Women’s Link Worldwide, a clerk in the State Council of Colombia and a senior 
lawyer at the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (Costa Rica). Besides, 
she holds a degree in law (J.D.) from Los Andes University of Colombia and 
an LLM (Cum laude) in International Human Rights and Criminal Justice from 
Utrecht University. She has also given lectures and seminars in several 
institutions across Latin-American countries.
Judge Sandoval shared her knowledge and expertise regarding the Integral 
System of Truth, Justice, Reparation, and No-Repetition (SIVJRNR), and the 
Special Jurisdiction for Peace (JEP). The talk also focused on specific aspects 
relevant to LGBTIQ people and women, and her experience working in the 
Gender Commission. Through this event, the audience was introduced to the 
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background of the armed conflict in Colombia, the longest-running armed 
conflict in the Western hemisphere. Moreover, Judge Sandoval explained about 
the successive waves of confrontation among guerrilla, government and 
paramilitary forces in Colombia; a situation that has caused enormous losses, 
more than 6 million internally displaced persons, among others. 
According to Judge Sandoval, almost 9 million people registered as victims 
of the conflict in Colombia, out of which 52% are women. In order to build 
long-lasting peace, the Colombian Peace Agreement has considered victims to 
be at the center of the process and has incorporated a gender perspective for 
the first time in a peace agreement. In the first part of the session, the Judge 
explained the structure and objectives of the SIVJRNR, and focused on 
developing key concepts such as recognition, memory, truth, and reparation. 
In the second part, she described the JEP, its objectives, and its composition. 
Later on, she gave us an overview of different current cases in Colombia in 
order to explain the type of sanctions that can be imposed through this judicial 
system and its constitution. 
In the concluding part of the talk, Judge Sandoval focused on explaining 
how the Gender Commission works, and how it plays an essential role in 
promoting the effective implementation of the gender approach in the Special 
Jurisdiction for Peace. The participants had the chance to question themselves 
on how gender perspective is defined, and what are its main characteristics. 
Judge Sandoval offered valuable insights regarding the importance of adding 
a gender perspective, such as the need to focus on the LGBTIQ community and 
aim to understand the disproportionate harm and violence that this community, 
and women have suffered during the conflict. Furthermore, she underlined 
the benefits of recognizing gender perspective in terms of methodology, as a 
key path to acknowledge and transform gender inequality, and to understand 
how patriarchy is the primary cause of gender-based violence during an armed 
conflict.
Towards the end of the event, there was time open to discussion and 
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questions from the audience. The audience showed great interest in the topics 
discussed, especially for those interested in both peace studies and gender 
studies. Among some of the interventions made by the participants, topics such 
as intersectionality and personal agency were mentioned. The Judge pointed 
out that an intersectional approach should begin with listening to the 
experiences of women themselves. Intersectionality shows that identities and 
personal backgrounds do not fit in neatly defined categories; thus, it is key to 
keep in mind the particular context for each case of discrimination or violence. 
Other questions were related to the accountability of the parties in the process, 
in response, Judge Sandoval explained the workings of amnesty and reduction 
of prison sentences and stressed the role of compensation processes for the 
victims. Students also mentioned feeling inspired by having a female speaker 
from Latin America on campus, because the event gave a platform to a voice 
that is rarely heard here on campus. 
“Women, Justice and Peace Process in Colombia” was a great opportunity 
to discuss complex situations such as a Peace Process, and the intimate 
relationship between peace building and gender. Undoubtedly, it was relevant 
for the participants to approach to the political circumstances of a Latin 
American country, learn from the achievements, and identify the challenges 
that remain in the future. Likewise, it was an honor to have a guest like Judge 
Sandoval Mantilla on campus, who came all the way from Colombia to Japan, 
and allowed us to know about her first-hand experience as a peace builder, 
one among many who work every day to guarantee the rights of groups that 
have been historically discriminated. Finally, we were able to create a space for 
dialogue, and cultural exchange, through which it was possible to recognize 
the importance of applying a gender perspective to the construction of peace.
Thank you very much to all who participated in this event!
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イベント報告
コロンビアにおける女性、正義と平和プロセス
コーディネーター： 
アンドレア・ルナ （ICU平和研究専攻修士課程、Ad Pacem）
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